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COMMENT ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Dear Sir: 

Applicants gratefully acknowledge the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance, 
as set forth in the Notice of Allowance dated February 16, 2012. In this statement, the 
Examiner provided reasons for allowance of claims 1-10, 13-20, 23-30, 33-45, and 51-66, and 
listed elements purportedly taught and not taught by the cited references. See Notice of 
Allowance, pp. 3-4. 

As an initial matter, Applicants wish to express their appreciation for the allowance of 
claims 1-10, 13-20, 23-30, 33-45, and 51-66. However, Applicants respectfully note that 
numerous other points of distinction exist between the cited references and the claims, in 
addition to those stated in the foregoing passages and elsewhere during the prosecution of the 
instant application. 
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Thus, Applicants feel compelled to submit, respectfully, the following additional 
observations. Independent claim 1, which is representative of the remaining independent claims, 
reads as follows: 

1 . A method comprising: 

detecting a failure of a first link, wherein 

said first link is coupled between a first port of a network element and an 

upstream portion of a communications network, 
said first link comprises a first part of a communications channel between said 
upstream portion of said communications network and a downstream 
portion of said communications network, and 
said first port is associated with a virtual network,; 
in response to said detecting said failure of said first link, 

identifying a second port of said network element that is associated with said 
virtual network, wherein 

a second link is coupled between said second port of said network element 
and said downstream portion of said communications network, and 

said second link comprises a second part of said communications channel, 
and 

disabling said second port of said network element; 
in response to detecting a recovery of said first link, re-enabling said second port of said 

network element; and 
in response to said re-enabling said second port, said communications channel failing 

back to said first link and said second link. 

Moreover, even while accepting the allowed claims in their present form, Applicants do 
not (and need not) agree with the characterizations espoused by the Examiner, whether in the 
Notice of Allowance, or at other points during the prosecution of these claims (and indeed, 
during the prosecution of the claims in the parent case of the present application). In so stating, 
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then, Applicants maintain their position with regard to the cited references, as presented during 
the prosecution of this application. 



CONCLUSION 

Applicant therefore respectfully submits that the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance fails to accurately and completely characterize the language of the claims in at least 
with respect to the foregoing. The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned if there are any 
questions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Senaida B. San Miguel/ 

Senaida B. San Miguel 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 68,886 
Telephone: (512) 583-5702 
Facsimile: (512)439-5099 
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